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about cultural landscapes.  Cultural landscape re-
ports have become commonplace for both privately 
and publicly held historic properties. 

 

Without a comprehensive understanding of the site 
history and a plan to manage the site in place, well 
meaning but unstudied modifications may compro-
mise the integrity of a significant historic property 
or cultural landscape.  The identification, documen-
tation, analysis, evaluation, treatment and mainte-
nance of historic sites and cultural landscapes is 
critical to managing a site wisely. Such efforts help 
ensure that the resource is available for the educa-
tion and enjoyment of future generations. 

Development of cultural landscapes, including the 
placement of buildings and service facilities such as 
parking areas, roads, information facilities, visitor 
shelters, etc., should be based on the landscape 
treatment chosen for the site, be it preservation, 
rehabilitation, restoration or reconstruction.  Some 
examples of these sites in the Prince George Region 
are as follows: (continued on page 2) 

The preservation and protection of nationally, region-
ally and locally significant historic properties, build-
ings, structures, districts, cultural landscapes, ar-
chaeological remains and objects, both designed and 
vernacular, are critical to maintaining history across 
generations.  Protection of these cultural resources 
offers inspirational values and an appreciation of past 
ingenuity, accomplishments, hardships and hopes.  
The interpretation and public use of historic proper-
ties and cultural landscapes should be viewed as an 
integral part of their preservation. 

 
Like most resources that have gained recognition in 
the field of preservation, as the integrity of resource 
type is threatened, there tends to be increased public 
outcry and ultimately a demand to act on behalf of 
the resource. 

With maturation of landscape preservation a variety 
of inventory and documentation processes, analysis 
and evaluation methodologies and site / resource 
treatment standards have developed to assist and 
guide historic property managers in the decisions 

Preservation of Historic Sites and 
Cultural Landscapes 

 
This newsletter is highlighting the plan-
ning, treatment and management of his-
toric and  cultural landscapes.  We hope 

that after reading these articles you can appreciate the opportunities, complexities and vast 
amount of research and planning necessary to develop appropriate treatment, implementation and 
maintenance plans.  Usually this requires a multidisciplinary approach to ensure that a systematic 
planning process addresses all issues. 
Wise stewardship protects the character and spirit of a landscape by recognizing history as 
‘change over time.’  The potential benefits from the preservation of historic and cultural land-
scapes are enormous. These landscapes provide numerous opportunities that help us understand 
ourselves as individuals, communities and as a nation.  Their ongoing preservation can yield an 
improved quality of life for all and, above all, a sense of place and identity for future generations. 
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Preservation of Historic Sites (continued from pg. 1)

The historic section of the Wells Barkerville Cemetery opened in 
the 1860s with the start of the Cariboo Gold Rush, a significant period 
of B.C.’s history.  The recent challenge has been to select and develop 
the most appropriate treatment for the decaying wooden head stones, 
invading plant growth, erosion and control of visitor movement in and 
about the graves. (Pictured right.) 

Within the central interior of British 
Columbia, near Dome Creek, lies a relatively small pocket of large cedar trees some of 
which are over 1,000 years old.  This Ancient Forest is unique in that it is one of the few 
interior rainforests in the world and within its boundaries are some of the oldest and larg-
est cedar trees.  Only recently has there been a drive by a local hiking group and UNBC 
staff to preserve this landscape and develop a plan for its future. (Pictured left.) 

Located 40 km NE of Prince George, along the shores of the Fraser 
River, the historic buildings of Huble Homestead and farm were a 
key trading post in the 1800s and early 1900s.  Both the traditional 
log buildings and supporting farm landscape offer insight and apprecia-
tion for past accomplishments. (Pictured right) 

L A N D S C A P E S  N O R T H  

National Historic Sites –
Management Plans are a ‘Living’ Document 

National Historic Sites administered by Parks Canada, de-
velop a management plan to assist in decision making.  The 
management plan is a ‘living document’ as it is under con-
stant review.  At the core of every management plan is input 
from the public, visitors and stakeholders to ensure goals 
remain valid and effective. 

For example, the most current management plan for Fort St. 
James National Historic Site was completed in 2002.  Since 
then, Parks Canada commenced a management plan review 
in 2008, identifying key issues to be addressed.  Parks Can-
ada has since been seeking public input in the form of ques-
tionnaires, open houses, and management review sessions. 
The new management plan is scheduled for completion in 
the spring of 2012. 

In 1805 the North West Trading Company estab-
lished Fort St. James, which became the centre of 
northern fur trade in New Caledonia. 




